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REMARKS 

The above amendments are made to insertacross reference ,o the PCT 
me Disclosure and to eliminate multiple dependencies in the clams. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A key distribution server maintains a tree of nodes. Members of a ^'°"' D *^ 
allowe d access to information are associated witb respective iea, no es of h tr .The 
formation is encrypted with a key comprising a ioin key field and a ieave freld, and 

lemberioinsthegroup and the ieave field is updated each time a member leaves 

ys , the tree are related so that a member knowing the leave key o, ,ts node an 

distribution server transmits offset messages to the members to allow them so to 
cle.be root node leave key.The system o, offset messages reduces the amount 
lmunicationreguiredbetween.be key distribution server and the group members. 
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